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There was once a general. 

(Lpffjr(o)L/fT0 &T6V^dil60 <9j6Y]~L/<9)l ^(T^SUIT ^D^/TjdhfTfr. 
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2—6V&&jd£Ko6V(olLI ^fr(o)65TfT0 (o)L/0li Lj&ljpQufDfr) 
^srru^hurrsis^u), a63Tgni6ff)HiJ U6S)L_ LDff)Qp6VsVrr r^rnL^ 
&,6rrud]'3iGfrrr6ViLD (SuTrr)(Dpp<3i<3ip[rgi6i]ii) 
^)0<*<*(561i6^JT(5l®LD63T ^fJWcfUULLfTfT. 
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«D6uuu0j (ourr6vrjD sirrrfhurRi<3SSifl6^ 
^j,a<£lrrLfilp$(nj&(&jLDrri] u&ftflpprrir. 





Every morning very early, as soon as the sun was up, the soldiers 
had to be out on the parade grounds smartly dressed and ready 
to practice marching. 


When they had finished marching, the soldiers divided into 
several groups. The cooks went to the kitchens to prepare the 
meals. The cavalry went to the stables to groom and feed 
the horses. 
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The other soldiers went to the rific range to practice shooting, 
and the ofRccrs made sure that the men did their jobs correctly. 
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pi—L ju ^ Gl&uj^ttrir. 




to sit up late and read about other generals and the famous 
battles their armies had won. 1 low he longed lor the day when 
he and his army would be so famous that a book would be 
written about them. 
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One Sunday morning, while 
General Jodhpur was riding in 
the country on his big white 
horse, a bright reel fox ran across 
live path. The horse was so 
frightened that it reared up, 
threw the general to the ground, 
and galloped off into the forest. 
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General Jodhpur was not hurt. He landed on some soft grass. lSI 0 g] 6urr m 

The grass was so soft and smelled so sweet that, to his surprise, q (f)^ tsmij- uj] s&r Lffgj 

the general found that he did not want to move. 1 1<- picked a 6iil (Lg ij d£] 0 rij dgrr ir . 

blade of grass, put it between his teeth, and lav back in the 
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warm sunshine. 
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After a long time, he decided 
that he ought to he getting 
back to camp. Reluctantly he 
got to his feet and set olf at 
a brisk march. 

Although he had ridden 
along the path many times, 
he now noticed things he 
had never seen before 
because he was always 

#r 

going so fast. He saw 
squirrels and rabbits and 
field mice and hedgehogs 
and swallows and wood 
pigeons and even 
a peacock. 



Q6U(3j Co/5[T^<9)l/D(3jLJ lSIi D(3j, (Lp <95 fT(Lp<S(3j 
Q&ttrp fT<95 (s>61]6ffiT(I))QLD&rT (LpUpQsiifJl^^fTfT. 

Co6U6MTi—frQ6ug^juurrsi ^ragfT5<95fr 6pi Lb, 
2_/D<9 = fc<*n)fr<s n>i_<s<9560rr<}ffrrrfr. 



^j6UfT ^j/5^ U T 6tf)3j llfl 6t) US0(Lp6J>p 
Q^ggr/nsiifTSgrfrgOiLb. <3j6uif sussirr 
UTir^^lrr)T^6uro^Drr)(ohu6V60TLb &6U6$fl&>&>rir, 

6jQ6VT6$rnr)irG0 ^J6uir ^ruCouir^jii) u51<s 
Co6u<3iLDrrjs(S6u (ol&ttrrr)rrir. ^J6uir 
^>|5Mf]6i)<S5316rni_|Lb, (LpUJ6l)<Sd316YrU_|li, 
6UUj(o)606l51<S6D6YriqLb, (IJJ 6YT6YT II) U6^Tfrjl<3i 6^6X111^ II) , 
gir&si6mrrrE] (g0Si51<s^D6Yru_/Lb, 
LDrruLfrr)rr<3iJS6^)6mLiLD (3l ds^jld 6mDuSl6V8s&n6rriLiu) 


<95>_L_ <S6MTI_frfT. 




He heard [lie I>1 ids 
singing. All at once the 
general came upon a held 
of beautiful flowers. 

Never had he seen such a 
wonderful sight, There 
were more kinds of 
flowers than he had ever 
imagined and more colors 
than anv artist had ever 
dreamed of 
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General Jodhpur stood 
quite still for a few 
minutes, and then he 
slowly walked across 
the field and sat down 
in the middle of the 
flowers. He watched 
the bees buzzing in and 
out as they searched for 
pollen to make honey. He 
thought that one would 
be sure to land on his 
nose, but the bees were 
far too busy to notice 
even a famous general. 










He watched the flowers and the bees for a long time. I low 
peaceful it was. Why had lie never noticed these tilings before? 
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When at length he got up, lie was dismayed to see that he had ^ ^ 

been siuing on some of the flowers. They looked sad and 
droopy. He did not want to leave the flowers, but he had to gel 
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hark to his soldiers. He decided to pick two flowers. 


61J0^^U)rr<3561jli), <£63)60 063f!j53jJUD 

<35fT633TLJIJL_l 6ST. 3 j6UIT L^<35<9563)6TT GlTllL® 

f5<35(T 6lS)0li)U6lS)6i)63)6O, ^j,63TfT60, ^>|61l/r 
6if !T/r<356rfll_^§J Q <3=61)60 (]> 6116 m(^LD. 
£§){r«rar(5l y > «<3563)6ir u/]51^§i«(ol«fr6rori_fnr. 





psrrugl (Ssorr&iLfjiT , 
£§)/ry<f£)ujfr<3s (Lparr&DLD 
Q 3W/D OT) l— ILj LD (o U [Tg] 
^)0L45l5]lll_^J. ^jSUIT 

<3//5<5 £§)© y,**6W6 YTl^UD, I 

■ 

fPOJj (§^^5Slfr rfyfflsi) 

<$ott5>j ^f&nrnul&ir 
&<3VT6vr6V(rij<3!il6V 
OT)6U<$gJ6l5]L_(5) 

£-.(T)r£]<353 : 

Q&6VTrr)rrrr. 


^9|OTTrpj ^)(T6ii)6i) <stott u<E6\5)6i) urrirpgj 

^|IT)L|<5LDTOTT ^OT)OTT<5OT)c5lL|Lb 3S65T6)jl 6pl LD 
<EOT5TI_TfT — L_IT)OT>6U<E6Yr, l£\(^3S!hl3S&fT , (^ffluJOTT 
LDprruLb y,cicK 6 ir. Q&>rr LfrjBgj, ^jsut as 6^16^60 
^uilfTLorrojlfrii) sffrrirassrr ^jOT5f)6iJ(§<5c5OTTfT. 
^]6inras6irr ^asas&n&ir urD^s)6U3S(6rr,w, 

IT)] (fT}3SIRI3S(6fT)li) UUJJB |£D|_ S£6Yf)lL| LD6YT61J<£(5) 
UlU!hl3S[TLDT6VT (J£)OT)!T<T<T6i)c*OT>Srr 
2_6mri—irasa>l6mrn-3S6(T. 61? crfrc^srr L^asas&nsfr 
<5fT6i)fr6i) u51^1^gj pHlrrsJlj 1 G)<9Wfr)frfh9S6ir. 
<3<sfru^gji_6ar ^jrasas^^l&Sld^jB^i 
6iSlL^^^jasQasrr6mri—frir. “r£h&g}jfE]as6rr, 
jtQ 6i)g;i i5i(^sTr!” srOTrp sffrrifas&nsrr (SprrasaOl 
<^_<# <t6i5)l_ l_ rr it. LSlfr)(3j, ^j§j Qsupii) as6^T6ij 

dfjfTOTT ST OTT ITjl 2_OT5TTJ5£5TfT. LD p LI li]_ ILJ LD 2_fr)f£]aS 
(Lpiurri&lasasiriT, ^ottto) pLj_iLjaj]6i)OT>6i). 


It was dark when General Jodhpur finally reached the camp. He 
put the two flowers in a glass of water near the window of his 
room and went to bed. 

That night he dreamed about the wonderful things lie had seen 
during the day the birds, the animals, the sun, and the 
flowers. Then into his dream marched thousands of soldiers. 
Thcv made such a dreadful noise that the birds and the animals 
(led in terror. The soldiers trampled the lovely flowers flat. 

The general woke up, furious. “Stop, stop!'’ he shouted at the 
soldiers. Then he realized that it was only a dream. Hr tried to 
go to sleep again, but he could not. 
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Hr knew that he and his soldiers must have marched over 
thousands of beautiful flowers and frightened small animals 
many times. "I will never harm or frighten anything again,” 
he said to himself. “I will try* 10 help the animals and tend the 
flowers and plants and all other things that grow.” 
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In the morning he told the soldiers that he wanted them 
u> leave the army and return to their homes and jobs. He 
wanted them to help him make their country the most beautiful 
country in the world. Everyone was so happy. But nobody was 
happier than General Jodhpur. 
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The* farmers started to plow their fields and sow seeds for the 
next harvest. 
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The fishermen took their nets and went out to sea. 



The general ordered the builders to turn the army 
camp into a lovely city. 
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with shops and schools and to build parks w here children could play 
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General. Jodhpur was very excited by all that 
was happening. When lie visited his men to 
see how their work was progressing and he 
did so every day- they were glad to see him. 
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Each day he also went to 
the place where he had 
first seen the flowers. It 
was wintertime now and 
die flowers were no longer 
there, but he liked to look 
at the field where they had 
been and to feel the earth 
with his hands. He knew 
the flowers would be back 
in the springtime. 
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At last winter was gone. The flowers returned to the countryside. 
New green leaves appeared on the trees; the seeds that the farmers 

had sown began to thrust their shoots through the soil. 
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The corn grew tall and green; fruit ripened in the orchards. Every 
morning the fishermen sang as they took their boats out on the 
shining sea. 
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One morning General 
Jodhpur received two 
important-looking letters. 

One was from the famous ^urrsOaiSJsysn surru 
General Nicolai flu rbnjrrir. 

Marcovitch, from the dlLp&t&ju 

eastern part of the world. U0^ufl6i5)(rFji>gj 
The Other was from the pstrurf 

equally famous General 
Custard, from the western 
part of the world. Both 


generals wanted to see 
for themselves the 
strange things that 
they had been told were 
happening in General 
Jodhpur’s country. 
General Jodhpur at once 
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invited them to visit him 

and to inspect his country. (o)<g=fr6i)60uLJL_L6?r> 

When General Nicolai asswsYr prnEi&Gsrr 

Marcovitch and General <Sfr655T 

Custard arrived, they \vertr 561irL ^ 

2 i (oGtrr, 

greeted bv General 

* 063Tgni(3Dt_lU 

Jodhpur and a brass band.fgn-LstDL- 

Then General Jodhpur su^ld rr^j 

proudly took the visitors ^^"-*(©*(5 

.. . • ^jstnmuLj 

all over ms country. 0( ^ • 

sulQypprr. 
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He showed them the orchards and forests, the fields full 
of vegetables and grain, and the fine city with its parks and 
playgrounds. The visiting generals saw that the people 
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regarded all the animals as friends and never frightened or 
chased them. Finally; General Jodhpur took them to the place 
where he had first seen the flowers. 
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d,o be covered with a blanket 

: field* for miles » to,md sal down - carefully. *> » 
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Nicolai Marcovitch. • in the whole world . 








And the Most Famous General in the Whole World lay hack among the 

flowers and smiled at the sun. -60 iJ][r<#I^^Qu/r)/D ^srru^l 

y,<**(56ifnr(5l y> surras ldsOsOtib^^jb^j (^rfhu&D&yru 

UTIT^^J L ]S9T(Lp^JSUd) L^^TIT. 








PUBLISHER’S NOTE 


u ill u rr 6tr rfl 6&r (^/rjluq 


Janet Charters (now Alois] was born in England in 1938, on the eve 
of the Second World War Growing up in the uncertain atmosphere 
created by the Cold War and the nuclear arms race, Janet 
developed an acute awareness of the fragility of peace* 


( S1«d(o)63tl_ c^rnri ir 6YO (^jlSIgyv) 2_6UcS 
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iSlijfb^friT. u&rfluCourir LDrogyii) ^ ggpi 

(3ufTLU]_cS6Yr 2 06i/rr lli rfl&nsViupfD (& 5 LP 66 I& 

6 U 6 nirr 3 ^^T 6 V ^J&DLDdiluSlttr 6ii g r )i 6iiphm ^6ir 6D LD6D lli lj 
urbrr 51 QgjGl 63 tl_ 6^0 rf^j&fir&fffhu urrr6D6ii6mn 

6U 6YT frdggj G1 * [T6ff5TI_ TIT . 
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Michael Foreman was also born in England in 1938, Having not &rprrrr6imLLrr&(l>6i] rgl&n&frpprrir. ^j6uir, {LpatTgu 6um^j 
know a worid without war, he thought that it was normal One 6mr£(2&(6v)6Vrrss rgj, ^0 ^a=a= u51 ( 0 

frightful night while a three-year-old Michael lay fast asleep, a ^]{T6ii]6b ^fD^^SiQai[V6mi^^6^aiii5]^ J 

bomb came crashing through his bedroom ceiling— this h his first Lfr^gn, ^/ 6 U 06 ^i_ ^ 6 ff>/DuiW 

. , * ||* , r * , . , , SlX/b^^DfT^DlU GlfBfTfQjcici] ®j6^T)6Yri^iciSl(Sfr6W® 

memory, 1 he bomb missed turn by a lew inches, bounced on the 

( ( 6UfB^]/D^i^llu(3^ ^9|6U06^DI_UJ f^]^D6^T6lil6l5l0cS0Lb (Lfi^6V 

floor, hit the wall and then dropped into the fireplace, where it 

S=li)U6Uli). 06W© ^]6U6V>rr c #160 ^9|fRJ06OfRJc956Yr)6i) 

exploded up the chimney. When the war ended, Michael looked n . ^ n - . n . . ~ 

r r ; <3j61IJT)61lll (5), *6U/D/Dl60 

fonvard to a world of peace, but unfortunately his teenage years @6lfllh5(nqii) U!r6TO flufl6b H wx( 3 urrxdlM 

were lived under the threat of nuclear war. Gu>tbu<§tfluSI& Qsm^gj %/rjliugj. Gurrrf 

iJl/D®, 2_60* ^tfDLDdil&niLI 6tf>LD c£(oc95 60 GT^llTU TIT^^TIT. 

^63Trr60, g]rr$IT6iq>l—6Uc3 = LDr<36 ^)|61l06tf>l_UJ 
Uc$63TU(TI}61] L£) (Lfi (Lg 611 3}] W ^ 6M)f ^U_|c5 SufTff)^ 
^9jc#c3 = ^^l(360(3lU (SL^lfB^gj. 
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£g)61J61]60<95c56ff>c5LJ Upijl 6^0 £|) [TcSc£(Lp6Yr6Yr U riT 6 V) 6 U 6 mLJ 
^rSd^^lUSd^U) 61l6TD&Lul6V 2_ Ifil S (J - fT L l_ (Lp 6YT 6YT^ fT cS 61J LJD , 
• i ' r L 1 *n ri f T jvr L 1 J LDc3^Lbc£c^)ll_LL®Lb 6lil^LDfTcS61JLb 2_(rJj6UfTc£c35 

In creating their first book, /fe uWtfrat, Janet and Michael wanted ^ ^ ^ w 

G)^G)6^t(l-)<S)i 1), 6m£>&(]>c3s(6V)6£]ii) 6)il(ri}iJDiJl6vrir. 

to produce a fun and lively story' that encouraged a sympathetic 

^]6D LD^ISdJd T 6UT Co3)6TD61lll5l6iT QufT0L_(5) 

oudook on tlie woiid* Now, almost fiftv years later, the book seems . _ . . n . 

' ; LDI_(fj)LD 6 V 6 VrLD 6 V, <3S61DpUJl6V */_lX)_cScSfr/_lXJ_lL/ 6 Yr 6 Yr 0 j 

even more relevant as not only the need for peace but also the Surra) arrb&i*<g>y)§ 2 i&® ^)©« (5 ii> 

threat to the environment, hinted at in the story, are both now ^<#< 3^1 A^ ^i Aarrasaju). ggthugj 6 U 0 i_rEj«(sr 5 «(©ij 

deariy evident, £§)s3Tpihd&u_, ^rspraSlarr GIut^^wtsst^i 

G) c3j 6TT 6YT c3j (a) c3j 61lfl 611 T c£5d5 Q^lfldlp^J. 


Janet charters 

' Abis) studied ai Si, Martin’s 
School of An in England, where 
she met fellow student Michael 
Foreman. Janet currently lives in 
London with two beautiful eats 
and a slightly wild garden. She 
continues to paint and exhibits 
her work regularly. 

nichael Foreman 

became a full-time art student at 
the age of fifteen. In addition to 
creating his own prize-winning 
picture books, Michael has 
illustrated the work of manv 
famous writers, including 
Charles Dickens, Oscar Wilde, 
and even Shakespeare. 
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There was once a proud general who fell oil hi* hor*e, 
only to discover the beauty of the flowers on the ground 
around him. From that day on. he vowed to change :> 
world into a place of peace and beauty. 
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Almost fifty years ago, at the height of the Cold War. a 
young couple produced a new kind of book for children. 
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It confronted the folly of war and the threat to the 
environment. John F. Kennedy had fust arrived in 
the White House, and Barack Obama would be horn 
that August. 

Decades later, it remains fresh and relevant very much 
a book for our time. 
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